FULLER'S  TEASEL,  Dipsacus fullonum L.

320. Fuller's Teasel, Dipsacus fullonum L. (X J); a strong-
growing biennial up to about 5 ft. high, armed with short
triangular-shaped prickles on the ribs of the hollow stem, the
midrib on the under sur-
face of the leaves and the
bracts around the flower-
head ; leaves opposite,
sessile, lanceolate, the
lower toothed like a saw
(serrate), the bases clasp-
ing and meeting around
the stem, upper leaves
entire; flowers arranged
in a very dense oblong-
ovoid head bristly all
over with very sharply
pointed bracts (A, X 0),
and surrounded by green
narrow prickly toothed
bracts, some of these as
long as the head itself;
bracts spirally arranged
and longer than the
flowers; each flower girt
by a little secondary in-
volucre (involucel) (see
fig. C, X 10), which is adnate to the inferior ovary within it, and
above this the small cupular calyx on top of the ovary; corolla
hairy, 44obed, lobes nearly equal; stamens 4, inflexed in bud
(B, X 0); style(D, X 0) shortly divided into 2 unequal lobes;
fruitlet enclosed by the involucel (synonym Dipsacus sylvestris
L.) (family Dipsacaceae).

This is called " Fuller's Teasel", the fruiting heads, which
bear stiff hooked bracts, being used by woollen cloth-manufac-
tures to give a " nap " to their fabrics by raising to the surface
some of the finer fibres of the material. So far no mechanical
contrivance has been invented to equal the efficiency of this
common wild plant, and one may often find fragments of the
bracts adhering to certain kinds of cloth. Teasels are grown for
the purpose in Yorkshire, but most of the supply comes frons
France,
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